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Course Introduction

 Aquaculture is a very dynamic industry in the tropical area. In Vietnam, with an area
of 3260 km coast line and over 1.7 million ha of inland water surface, aquaculture has
been developing very fast in the tropic. Total aquaculture production in Vietnam was
over 1 million ton by 2003 and  may reach over 2 million tons by 2010 (Ministry of
Fisheries, 2003).  Mekong Delta is a main region for aquaculture in Vietnam which cover
for over 80% of country-wide cultured area and production. Aquaculture in Vietnam is
dominated with different systems in freshwater, brackish water and marine water are such
as culture in cage and ponds, freshwater fish culture in ponds and giant prawn culture on
rice fields, shrimp culture in ponds and rice field, organic shrimp culture in integration
with mangrove,  mud crab culture, white clam and blood cockle culture, marine fish
culture. These production systems will be focused in this course.

Objectives

The objectives of the course are to introduce to trainees the current status and
development trends of aquaculture in the tropical region with emphasis on the case of
aquaculture in Vietnam .

Lectures (1 credit)

• Lecture 1: General introduction to aquaculture development in Vietnam (History,
status, development trends, management policies, opportunities and
challenges of aquaculture in Vietnam)

• Lecture 2: Freshwater fish culture in Vietnam (Pond culture, cage culture,
integrated fish – rice farming systems)

• Lecture 3:  Giant freshwater prawn culture in Vietnam (integrated and alternative
rice – prawn culture, culture in pen)

• Lecture 4: Shrimp culture in Vietnam (Intensive culture, rice-shrimp culture,
organic shrimp culture systems)
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• Lecture 5: Mud crab culture in Vietnam (fattening crabs, soft shell crab
production, culture of crabs from soft shell to hard shell, grow-out in
the mangrove- shrimp systems)

• Lecture 6:  Marine finfish cage culture in Vietnam
• Lecture 7:  Mollusk culture in Vietnam (Clam culture, cockle culture)

Field trip (1 credit)
A field trip will be conducted to different places as the follow:

• Visiting freshwater fish and freshwater prawn farms and hatcheries in An Giang
and Can Tho provinces (2 days)

• Visiting shrimp farms and hatcheries and crab faming in Bac Lieu and Ca Mau
province (2 days)

• Visiting white clam farms in Ben Tre province (1 days)
• Visiting marine finfish cage culture in Vung Tau (2 days)
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List of photos

Photo 1: Catfish culture in cages
Photo 2: Catfish cultre in ponds
Photo 3: Giant freshwater prawn culture on rice fields
Photo 4: Giant freshwater prawn at harvest
Photo 5: Intensive shrimp farming
Photo 6: Organic shrimp farming with mangrove
Photo 7: Large shrimp harvested from organic farming


